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3 CONSTABULARY ESTABLISHMENT 

conduct of the men of the Constabulary ; they discharge their very difficult 
duties with great temper, firmness and intelligence, and are in fact almost the only 
evidences to be seen in the petty sessions or assize courts, whether the object be 
the convicuon of crane or the suppression of those petty nuisances which 
used to disgrace the roads and streets of this country, but which are now fast dis- 
appearing under the vigilant surveillance of this useful force. In many parts of 
t ie country their influence is so well established, as regards nuisances, that they have 
seldom occasion to summon the offenders before the magistrates ; their warnirn being 
generally sufficient to induce a man to remove his manure heap from the centre of 
the street or road, to confine his pig, or log his dog. In like manner their presence 
at lairs or other popular meetings, generally speaking, ensures tranquillity without 
the exercise of force ; but it is in the execution of criminal warrants that the great 
importance of this body is felt throughout Ireland ; crime no longer stalks unchecked 
through the land ; the law is no longer openly set at defiance : in a word, criminal war- 
rants are no longer unexecuted, whether directed against a desperate individual or 
a lawless gang. I may take upon myself to say that there is scarcely such a thintr 
as an unexecuted warrant; and when this state of things is contrasted with tha“ 
which existed before the formation of this force, its incalculable value becomes 
apparent. 

I have been led by the subject to dilate more than I had intended, and, perhaps 
beyond what the nature of a Report of this hurried kind strictly warrants. I will 
now proceed to observe, in reference to a subject which has been supposed to have 
exerted much agitation throughout the Constabulary of this province, (I mean the 
idea that they are supposed to entertain that full justice has not been done to them ) 
that, after going through the inspection at each station, and putting such queries to 
p e .°. ^. ers m _ presence and hearing of the men, as appeared to me necessary to 
elicit information upon every material point connected with their state of efficiency 
as well as their comfort and accommodation, I invariably concluded by asking if 
they had any complaint to make or claims to prefer, and I begged every man who 
had an idea that he had not had full justice done to him in regard to his pay, 
clothing and other allowances, to which he considered himself to be entitled, to come 
forward without hesitation or apprehension, and state them to me : I added that 
1 was particularly desirous that this should be done now, when their late inspector 
was at my elbow. Major Powell then invariably, and most energetically, entreated 
the men to bring forward any thing they had to claim at his hands ; and I must do 
him the justice to say, that this appeal was answered, almost invariably, by a general 
exclamation, that they had nothing to claim, nor any demand to make upon him 
or the service. v 

There are two counties which are in some measure to be considered as exceptions 
to this remark ; viz those of Wexford and Kilkenny ; where, though no general and 
veiy few individual complaints were made, and those referring to remote periods 
yet 1 could perceive that there existed something of suspicion on the minds of the 
men at some stations, that they had not been fairly dealt with. This feeling appeared 
to have reference to two questions ; viz. Necessaries issued to the Kilkenny Con- 
stabulary at the first formation of the establishment, and which they thought 
ought not to have been charged to them ; and in both counties, to the surplus which 
the men know to remain over and above the rents paid for their barracks, and 
which they consider should have been paid to them, and not have been retained 
either by the Pay-clerk or chief Constables. The answer to this appears to be, that 
besides the mere rents of the empty houses, bedding and other necessary furniture 
and utensils had to be provided by the officers, and that in point of fact, the allow- 
ance may have not been more than sufficient for the purpose for which it was 
granted. 

In the county of Wexford the circumstance of the Pay-clerk having absconded 
has naturally opened a door to suspicion, which has ranged over every branch of 
the finance under his superintendence, and no donbt encouraged many in brin<dnff 
forward groundless charges. In Kilkenny, on the other hand, it is known that a 
large balance has accrued, and now lies in the hands of the Pay-clerk • and this 
circumstance alone is sufficient to account for the many demands which are pre- 
ferred anonymously and otherwise, on that fund. I must also allude to another 
and, I conceive, a prominent cause of dissatisfaction and suspicion which exists in 
this county (Kilkenny), and which may have extended itself to the other ; I mean 

a set 
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a set of printed Queries*, which have, I think, most injudiciously been circulated 
amongst the men of the Constabulary, and which are, in my judgment, calculated 
not only to shake the confidence of the men in the integrity of their officers, but to 
attach suspicion to every person connected with that body ; a Paper, in short, 
which, if permitted to be circulated, would go far to create a mutiny in the best 
ordered and best disposed regiment in His Majesty’s service. T acquit the Magis- 
trates of any intention beyond what they (I understand) profess ; viz. that of ascer- 
taining that the funds which the county provides are properly applied : but I think 
the course which they have adopted (for I assume that the Paper proceeds from 
them, though it bears no signature) is injudicious ; it has had the effect of unsettling 
the minds of the Constabulary in that county to a degree which will not be easy 
to remedy. It is my intention to pay an early and less hurried visit to these two 
counties, in the hope that I may be able to restore to this very fine body of the 
Constabulary that confidence and good feeling which appears to me to pervade 
every other part of the province. But before I dismiss this part of the subject, 
I must, in justice to the Kilkenny Police, beg to draw the Lord Lieutenant’s 
attention to the fact made known to me on the spot by Major Powell, and 
in the most respectful manner by the men themselves, that, independent of their 
attendance at the assizes, the whole of the Constabulary of this large county 
have been twice, within the last two years, collected at Kilkenny, on the occasion 
of two contested elections, where they were detained three weeks at one time, 
and upwards of a fortnight at another, without having received any extra allow- 
ance or remuneration whatever, to enable them to meet the extra expense to 
which they were unavoidably subjected by being kept so long absent from their 
stations. This must be admitted to be not an unreasonable claim, particularly upon 
that fund which has accrued from the lodging allowance in that county ; and 
I strongly recommend its being taken into consideration, as a measure not only just 
in itself, but as one more likely to set at rest all unpleasant feelings regarding this 
fund, (the appropriation of which for the future is now regulated in a manner which 
cannot but give general satisfaction,) than any other which I can suggest. 

It is necessary that I should again shortly advert to the county of Wexford : 
there are, I am informed, in the possession of the magistrates of that place, a number 
of documents and papers belonging to the late Pay-clerk, some of which are repre- 
sented 



* Queries for Magistrates, at their Petit Sessions, to put to the several Police within their Districts, 
whose answers shall be authenticated by their Signatures. For the information of the Grand Jury, 

Magistrates will please to forward the answers to the Secretary before the ensuing Assizes 

Kilkenny, March 8, 1828. 



1 . Whether are you a Constable or Sub-constable of Police, and what is your name and age ? — 
Answer 



2. How long have you served in the county of Kilkenny ?— Answer 

3. Where are you now stationed, and what are the names of the men stationed with you ? Answer 

4. Whether Cavalry or Infantry, and how many horses at your station ? — Answer 

5. How often in each year do you receive clothing, and at what periods ? — Answer 

6. When was the last new clothing issued to you ? — Answer 

7. What articles of dress did you then receive ? —Answer 

8. Do you claim allowance on account of your clothing, or did you receive any, and what, for using 
your clothing above twelve months in any year ?— Answer 

9. Have any, and what alterations been made in the new clothing furnished to you ; what was the 

cost of such alteration, and by whom paid for ? Answer 

10. What is the yearly rent of your barracks ; did you at any time, or do you now, claim anv 

barrack allowance ? — Answer J 



11 . How are the sick attended ? What is the probable cost of any medicine used by you for the last 
twelve months, and by whom paid for ? — Answer 

12. Are any deductions made from your pay; if so, what were they for, and do you now make any 

objections to such deductions being so made ?— Answer J 

13. What allowances do you receive, and do you claim any others not given to you ? — Answer 

14- Up to what day have you received your pay, and is the same regularly paid to you ? Answer 

15. Have any fines been deducted from you within the last twelve months, and on what account' 

How much, and by whom deducted ? — Answer 



x. s. 

1 Each Constable’s Pay is yearly - 32 7 

2 Each Sub-Constable - d° - 27 14 
3'Eacli Man’s Barrack Allowance, d" 3 12 
4 Each Man’s Allowance for Medicine - 6 
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sented to be of a most confidential nature, and of great importance; I would 
therefore suggest that these papers should be immediately ordered up to the Castle, 
and that I may be permitted to inspect them. 

It now only remains for me to request the Lord Lieutenant’s instructions as to 
any change he may wish to have made in the allocation of the Leinster Constabu- 
lary. As a general principle, I would recommend that one-third of the constables 
and sub-constables, to be selected from those who have been longest at their present 
stations, should be moved every year, and the chief constables according as circum- 
stances may render expedient ; and I now propose that I may be allowed to order 
the removal of one-third of the constables to take place on the 1st of June. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jn° Harvey , 

Col. I. G. 

P. S.' — I have omitted to state that the excessive number of women and children 
attached to the Constabulary, and every where crowding their barracks, is a very 
great evil and annoyance, particularly to the single men, as it is impossible for 
peace, comfort or cleanliness to exist in a house so filled. I find no regulations 
existing upon this subject, and perhaps it would be difficult to make any which 
would not be felt as a grievance. I am told the young men almost invariably 
marry upon getting into the Constabulary ; and to give the married men the lodging 
allowance, and let them provide their own lodgings, is liable to this objection, that 
they would occupy the wretched mud cabins of the country, and wallow in filth like 
the peasantry, and moreover would no longer be a moveable and disposable body as 
they are upon the present system. 

J. H. 

W m Gregory, Esq. 



Irish Office, London,) 
July 24th, 1828. J 
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